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The Acosta Family

The Acosta’s  were faced with an unexpected housing 
crisis not long after moving to Lancaster from 
Washington State. That is when they immediately 
contacted TLC and Tabor’s Supportive Services for 
Veteran Families (SSVF) program for help. The family 
had planned to stay temporarily with a family member, 
but unexpectedly, because of their large family size, 
they were only permitted to stay for 2 weeks. Next, the 

Recently, as I usually do once our services are no longer 
needed, I scheduled a final meeting to check in with the 
Acosta family before closing their case…but this time I was 
greeted with a really big surprise of my own. The whole 
family was there to greet me and instead of the 30 minute 
follow-up meeting I expected, it turned into a pizza party 
lunch, with pretzels and even a sweet chocolate cake (my 
favorite, and they knew it!!) I was also handed a bouquet 
of flowers and a beautiful homemade card made by the 
children and signed by the whole family. It said, “Thank you 
for your kindness, thank you for your love, thank you for 
your gifts of joy over and above.” It was a very sweet way to 
end a final meeting… I will never forget.

Acosta’s were surprised to learn just how hard finding 
an affordable home large enough to accommodate 8 
people could be. Through their participation in the Tabor 
SSVF program, the Acostas benefited from a number of 
helpful supportive services including landlord advocacy, 
budget counseling and referrals to local community 
resources. Through it all, their determination, hard work 
and commitment allowed them to quickly reach their 
housing and self-sufficiency goals!
 

When Eight is Enough
by Dominique Miller, SSVF Case Manager

See back page for information

Thank you for your kindness, 
thank you for your love, thank 
you for your gifts of joy over and 
above.” - The Acosta Family.



Please consider donating your gently used furniture to TLC. We will gladly come pick 
it up! Contact Doug Hopwood at dhopwood@tabornet.org for more information.

FURNITURE DONATIONS!

As we reflect on and spend time with the people we care about, the subjects of 
Community and Caring came to mind as they are among our top priorities at 
TLC and you will find that theme throughout this issue of the newsletter. For 
it is in our local community that we find our caring donors, supporters and 
volunteers, and also our caring TLC participants.

At TLC we embrace the concept of community and define the community 
inside of TLC, and the community outside of TLC, as one community.  Few 
times, if ever before, has that been truer than during the “Blizzard of 2016.”  
This winter, circumstances showed just how much a community the TLC and 
Lancaster Communities are. This was best exemplified at the overnight Women’s 
Emergency Shelter at the YWCA. As were many of us, the women staying were 
stranded, but unlike many, they were dependent on others for food and shelter. 
The Lancaster City Council of Churches operates the shelter with volunteers 
and the program is housed at the YWCA. Well, as with many situations that 
weekend, volunteers were very much needed, but also hard to come by, as travel 
was deemed illegal and dangerous. So the Council and the YWCA put the call 
out to the community for assistance. Almost as if on cue, that help came from so 
many in our community.

Volunteers who were able to walk in, did so, staff at the YWCA, TLC and Tabor 
assisted, TLC participants shoveled, carried supplies and stayed over with the 
women to make sure they had food and shelter. We at TLC, believe, that only by 
working together as a community does a response like we witnessed  happen. 
We have seldom been more proud to see a community of caring in action, from 
Executive Directors through those staying in shelter, in a time of need, the need 
for caring support was met. So this winter, let’s continue, as one, to do all we 
can to end homelessness in our community by doing all we can to offer the vital 
services we are blessed to have to those in need. We at TLC are committed to 
that goal, so please join us and any of our partners as we continue to tackle this 
very challenging issue of homelessness. Thanks to each and every one of you, for 
your helping hands and helping hearts in times of need this past winter, and for 
all you do for those in need today, tomorrow and in the future.

We at TLC, believe, that only by working together as a 
community does a response like we witnessed  happen.

-Martha Harris,
YWCA CEO

-Lindsay Hess,
LCCC Director of Services

-Jim Amstutz,
LCCC Executive Director

Volunteers from TLC, along 
with Tabor staff members 
contributed hours of volunteer 
assistance, food and activities 
to help keep the women who 
spent the day on Sunday at the 
YWCA warm, safe and dry.

It’s partnerships like the one we 
enjoy with TLC that prove the 
truth of what I always say as 
Chair of the Lancaster County 
Coalition to End Homelessness, 
“It’s a collaboration, not a 
competition.”  Thanks TLC for 
stepping up in our collective 
hour of need.

Volunteers from TLC trekked 
through the snow to bring 
food, socks, and activities to 
help pass the time.”

HELPING HANDS



This educational opportunity will take place 
Friday, March 11 at the Lancaster Mennonite 
School cafeteria from 7 to 9 pm. The school is 
located at 2176 Lincoln Highway East in Lancaster, 
PA. Please RSVP by calling (717) 653-2982.

TLC, through Tabor has partnered with Everence 
and Lancaster County Community Foundation to 
help you with your planned giving efforts. If you 
are interested in making a planned gift to help 
ensure the future of TLC’s work in the Lancaster 
community, or want to know more, please contact 
Phyllis Stacks at pstacks@tabornet.org or (717) 358-
9383. Or go to www.tabornet.org > How Can I Help 
> Planned Giving.

For more information about Stewardship 
education opportunities, visit 
StewardshipUniversity.com and 
everence.com/lancaster.

Planning Well
Friday, March 11, 7-9 pm
If you are retired or thinking of retiring, Tabor is one 
of 19 local organizations sponsoring Planning Well, a 
Stewardship University event presented by Everence to 
help you achieve your goals in the midst of life transitions 
and uncertainty about the future.

Panel discussions are:
Navigating estate, charitable and financial planning: 
Presented by representatives of Gibbel, Kravbill and Hess, 
and Everence

A purpose-filled retirement: Presented by Leon & 
Nancy Stauffer, Founders of Mennonite Your Way

Right-sizing – dealing with the stuff in your life: 
Presented by Todd Sweet, President of Clutter Stoppers

Our thanks for the success of the TLC program is 
owed to the outstanding contributions of so many 
helping hands!   -Doug Hopwood, TLC Division Manager

Helping hands ensured all of the kids at TLC had a 
wonderful Christmas.

So many helping hands provided contributions to TLC 
through the Annual Banquet, Extra Give and Year End giving.

One of our many corporate helping hands, PPL 
responded to our need when a pipe burst in November.

There was a special group of people working together 
throughout the city to ensure that the homeless 
population of Lancaster County remained safe 
and warm during the blizzard. For me, as a TLC 
participant, the blizzard was also a miraculous weekend 
of caring and cooperation.  I witnessed the Lancaster 
Police Department taking time to make sure people 
were safe and warm. There was a combined effort 
between several community benefit organizations and 
volunteers (between 12 and 70) walked through the 
blizzard to provide support at the YWCA emergency 
woman’s shelter, all with singular purpose. On Sunday 
morning Martha Harris, CEO of the YWCA, made 
the decision to stay open all day providing shelter and 
food for the 19 women who stayed there. For TLC 
participants, this was a golden opportunity to give back 
to the community that supports them and many rose to 
the occasion. On Sunday TLC participants joined with 
St. James Episcopal Church and TLC to provide meals 
throughout the day so that no one would have to travel 
in the elements. Reflecting, I would like to express 
thanks to the TLC participants, volunteers and staff, as 
well as other volunteers, organizations and churches for 
their support of the Lancaster Homeless community. 
It was a blizzard that none will soon forget, but it was 
also a weekend of caring, community and cooperation. 
Thank you one and all.

Braving the Blizzard of 2016
TLC Participants, Volunteers and Staff

By Lori Bracey, current TLC and 
former Emergency Shelter participant

*For more pictures and updates, check out TLC’s Facebook Page



Donate ONLINE 
Go to www.TLClancaster.org 
and click on the “Donate” button, 
then enter your donation under TLC.

Thank you so much!

Crossing Bridges is a publication of TLC. TLC 
is a program of Tabor Community Services 
and home to Veterans’ Victory House.

Go Paperless!
To receive Crossing Bridges as 
a pdf attachment to an email, 
send your email address to 

nlammey@tabornet.org. www.TLClancaster.org

Contact Doug at dhopwood@tabornet.org for further information.

• Bath towels
• Mattress Pads (double)
• Pillows
•  Deodorant 

(men’s and women’s)
• Wipes

•  Shampoo and lotion 
(8oz or larger)

•  Feminine hygiene products
•  Diapers (especially 

sizes 4, 5, and 6)
• Plastic drinking glasses

• Silverware
• Gas and food gift cards
• Bus passes
•  Microwaveable food for meals 

(soup, stew, ravioli, etc.)

YOUR SUPPORT IS PARAMOUNT TO TLC’S CONTINUED SUCCESS

105 E. King Street
Lancaster, PA 17602

Phone 717.397.0156 
fax 717.397.1782

Like and Follow us on

Facebook Transitional Living Center
Twitter @TaborLancaster

April 24th, 2016 · 4-7pm
Doors open at 3:45pm

Come and enjoy soup provided 
by over 20 different local 
restaurants and soup makers! 
The first 300 to enter take home 
a free one-of-a-kind ceramic 
handmade bowl. Enjoy music, 
glass blowing, and much more!

BENEFITS THE FAMILIES AT TLC

LANCASTER CREATIVE FACTORY & KEVIN LEHMAN STUDIO

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT   Soup graciously provided by local restaurants

560 S. PRINCE STREET   LANCASTER, PA 17603

Tickets $25.00
Purchase tickets online at:

www.klpottery.com
www.TLClancaster.org

Tickets are also avaliable at the 
TLC Front Desk (105 E. King St.)

Current participant needs include:

https://goo.gl/wLuzKf


