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Tijuan and his son Josh were living in an apartment 
in Lancaster City until the building came under the 
scrutiny of the Lancaster Housing Department. The 
property they lived in, and some of the others the 
landlord owned, failed city housing inspections. 
This resulted in a potential of up to 26 people losing 
their housing, all at the same time.   

Knowing that he would need housing for his son 
and himself, Tijuan went to City Hall and met Milzy 
Carrasco, Director of Neighborhood Engagement 
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DIGNITY & PRIDE

Tijuan and Josh with their TLC case manager, Jen

in the Mayor’s Office.  Understanding there was a 
problem, Mayor Sorace and her team got involved. 
They met frequently with organizations combatting 
homelessness and other stakeholders and started 
creating a plan. This process resulted in the city’s 
team developing a broader understanding of the 
issues and challenges regarding homelessness and 
housing in Lancaster.   

After calling the 2-1-1 call center and having an 
assessment with CHART (Community Homeless 
Assessment and Referral Team - Lancaster’s 
coordinated entry 

It took me one day to get 
housed at TLC, and I thank 
God for that, because me 
and my son didn't spend 
one day out on the street 
through this whole ordeal.
-Tijuan



income-based rental subsidy 
and ongoing supportive services 
for families experiencing 
homelessness who have a 
family member living with a 
disability). 

Tijuan is grateful for the many 
programs who helped him get 
back on his feet.  He says, “I 
didn’t have a family in Lancaster 
to help me.  I do have stability, 
I have roots now, and yes, now 
I do have family here who I 
appreciate.”

I have been a volunteer with TLC 
since July of 2016. We all have 
our personal reasons for wanting 
to reach out and help when we 
can, and this was something I had 
been considering for some time. I 
can safely say that it has been an 
eye opening two years. It can be 
very easy for folks to judge and 
give advice from a distance. But 
being here on a regular basis has 
taught me that the truth is one 
should NEVER judge another until 
they have walked a day in their 
shoes. Unless you have lived in 
the cycle of poverty or suffered 
with addiction or mental illness, 

or any of the myriad of reasons 
why someone may be faced with 
homelessness, you honestly cannot 
judge or imagine what they are 
going through. I have seen time 
and time again the gratitude of 
those we help and the sense of 
accomplishment they feel when 
they succeed with the second 
chance we give them. When they 
begin to feel empowered to move 
forward in a positive way, it is so 
wonderful to witness. I am proud 
to be a part of this great team of 
people who work so hard to help 
them get to that point. There is 
nothing like the hug from a little 

Why I Volunteer &
What TLC Means To Me

one who is so excited to get new 
sneakers or a school backpack, 
and even the trying days are ok, 
because ultimately I know that 
these little ones have a bed to sleep 
in, a meal to enjoy and a stable 
environment to make them feel 
safe.  Helping here at TLC is the best 
decision I have ever made. 

Karen at front desk with Prince

Please consider donating your gently used furniture to TLC. We will gladly come pick 
it up! Contact Doug Hopwood at dhopwood@tabornet.org for more information.

FURNITURE DONATIONS!

system for people experiencing 
homelessness), Tijuan was 
referred to TLC. Josh has 
autism and is non-verbal, 
thus making Tijuan the 24/7 
caregiver. Thankfully, TLC has 
the only handicapped accessible 
homeless emergency shelter 
rooms in the county, so Josh 
and Dad moved in.

Jen, a case manager at TLC, 
helped the family find 
organizations to help with Josh’s 
intellectual disability while 

awaiting an appropriate housing 
referral.  During this time at 
TLC, Tijuan re-discovered 
a sense of dignity, pride in 
himself, and he learned “this 
isn’t the end of the world.”   

When a suitable opening 
occurred in Tabor’s Hearthside 
Permanent Supportive Housing 
program, the family was 
referred to the program. Gracie, 
case manager for the Hearthside 
program, helped Tijuan find the 
apartment where he and Josh 
now live (Hearthside provides 

DIGNITY & PRIDE continued



TLC is a program of Tabor Community Services. As part of Tabor's 50th anniversary 
celebration, we are having the 50 for 50 Campaign: Ensuring Tabor’s Future, with the 
goal of securing at least 50 planned gifts from our supporters.

Giving a legacy gift directly to TLC will ensure that TLC will have the resources 
to continue to serve the Lancaster community for generations to come. 

For more information on planned giving or how 
to make a planned gift to TLC, please contact 
Doug Hopwood at dhopwood@tabornet.org 
or call 717.397.3034.

If you are 70½ or older, you can transfer up 
to $100,000 per year as a gift to TLC from 
your IRA to satisfy your required minimum 
distribution without it being taxed as income. 
Your gift does need to be directly transferred 
from your IRA to us, so please contact your IRA 
administrator for what you specifically need to do for 
it to not count towards your adjusted gross income.

Did you 

know?

11.16.18www.extragive.org

TLC/Veterans’ Victory House Lancaster



DONATE ONLINE at:

www.TLClancaster.org

Thank you so much!

Crossing Bridges is a publication of TLC. TLC is a program of Tabor Community Services and home to Veterans’ Victory House.

CURRENT PARTICIPANT NEEDS INCLUDE:

Contact Doug at dhopwood@tabornet.org for more information

Sponsorship 
Questions? 
Contact Doug 
at 717.397.3034 
or DHopwood@
tabornet.org

tlclancaster

TLC/Veterans' Victory 
House Lancaster

@TLCLancaster
105 E King St 
Lancaster, PA 17602

717.397.0156 

www.TLCLancaster.org

Mail Use the enclosed form
Online www.TLCLancaster.org
Email NLammey@tabornet.org
Phone 717.358.9377

To RSVP & SponsorEden Resort
222 Eden Rd
Lancaster, PA 17601

6:00pm Reception
6:30pm Dinner

TLC Fundraising &
Volunteer Recognition Dinner

Thursday, October 18

• Twin and full sheet sets
• Pillows
• Mattress pads
• Towel sets

• Kids socks and   
underwear (all ages)

• Wipes
• Conditioner

• Flatware
• Plastic Drinking cups


