
	 	 In	October,	Transitional	
Living	Center	celebrated	25	years	of	
bridging	homelessness	to	housing	
in	the	Lancaster	community	with	
a	fundraising	and	volunteer	
recognition	dinner.	Over	300	
people	were	in	attendance	to	

honor, support, and reflect on 
the	services	that	TLC	provides.	

The	evening	was	a	celebration	
of	the	history	of	the	program	and	

the	contributions	of	TLC	volunteers	and	
supporters.	There	were	shared	stories	told	by	past	and	present	TLC	participants	and	
discussion	of	many	of	the	issues	surrounding	homelessness	in	Lancaster.

	 Marci	and	Darryl	Herr	received	the	Good	Award	in	recognition	of	their	remodeling	of	
eight	rooms	in	the	TLC	building.	“We	saw	a	chance	to	
be	a	part	of	something	bigger”	Marci	said.	The	S.	Dale	
High	Family	Foundation	was	this	year’s	recipient	of	the	
Award	of	Excellence	for	their	work	to	fund	the	repairs	of	
the	facility’s	elevator,	a	project	of	over	$50,000.	And	the	
Harrisburg	Area	Community	College	Evening	Associate	
Degree	Registered	Nurse	program	received	the	Jay	and	
Maggie	Kiralfy	award	for	their	weekly	volunteer	work	to	
provide	preventative	health	instruction	at	TLC.

 After sharing a film documenting the history 
of	TLC,	Program	Operations	Manager	Tony	Tooth	spoke	on	the	topic	of	caring.	That	mutual	
support	and	care	was	abundant	in	the	client	stories	which	followed	Tony’s	remarks.	

“... If I would only listen
To the angels that He sends”
     Excerpt from Charles McDowell’s poem, The 
Lancaster Connection. To read the poem and to 
hear the other stories shared at the banquet, visit 
www.TLClancaster.org.
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	 As	the	TLC	Education	Coordinator	I	get	a	lot	
of	feedback	from	TLC	kids	about	the	Homework	
Club.	One	student	even	told	me	that	she	“only	
comes	to	the	club	for	the	pretzels”…but	I	know	
better.	One	of	the	main	goals	of	Homework	Club	
is	to	encourage	kids	to	be	positive	about	their	
schoolwork.

	 The	kids	get	to	share	their	feelings,	they	
get	tutoring	and	each	day	they	take	one	step	
closer	to	achieving	their	academic	goals.	Each	
Club	starts	with	a	snack	and	talking	about	their	
day	...	the	woes	of	riding	the	bus,	bullying	and	
spelling	tests	...	to	name	a	few	topics.	Local	
college	students	and	other	fantastic	community	
volunteers	help	out.

	 Each	child	works	at	their	own	pace	with	a	
volunteer	close	at	hand	to	provide	support.	We	develop	
skills	vital	to	success	in	school.	

	 After	their	homework	
is	completed	each	child	reads	
for	15	minutes	to	earn	their	
pride	sticker.	Adding	their	
sticker	to	the	activity	room	wall	
is	a	favorite	part	of	Homework	
Club.	Any	remaining	time	is	used	for	free	play.	

	 At	5	pm	the	kids	head	upstairs	to	their	parents	
...	and	another	session	has	ended	with	each	student	
another	step	closer	to	a	successful	future.

Working together as partners in a
 

diverse community helps students 
develop the tools they need to 
achieve their academic goals.

Celebrating 25 years continued.

	 Current	and	former	participants	came	to	the	stage	to	share	their	stories	of	moving	across	the	bridge	
from	homelessness	to	housing.	Single	mothers	escaping	abusive	relationships.	Families	who	have	hit	hard	
times financially. The struggles of a Veteran working to achieve self-sufficiency. Each story was unique and yet 
a common thread ran through them. In TLC Director Doug Hopwood’s closing remarks he proclaimed, “We 
believe that everyone, I mean everyone…deserves the right to call someplace home.” Thank you to everyone 
who attended the dinner and who continue to support TLC’s work in the Lancaster community. 

TLC Homework Club
Sharing, caring and achieving - one step at a time
By Rebecca Dowling, VISTA Education Volunteer

The club uses games and 
activities to inspire learning 
and creativity.
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Serving Those that Served Us
By Nikki Koyste, Elizabethtown College Intern

	 I	became	interested	in	working	with	veterans	when	I	watched	a	powerful	documentary	as	a	freshman.	
The	movie	War Torn	highlights	several	veterans	and	their	families	struggling	to	integrate	back	into	society	after	
military	deployment.	The	documentary	shared	the	physical	and	emotional	trauma	that	men,	women,	and	their	
families	suffered	upon	returning	home	from	war.	I	was	hooked!

	 As	a	senior	social	work	major	at	Elizabethtown	College,	I	was	required	to	do	a	600	hour	internship	at	the	
location	of	my	choice.	TLC’s	Veterans’	Victory	House	sparked	my	interest	immediately.	While	here	I	have	been	
hands-on	involved	in	more	than	I	could	have	imagined.	Not	only	am	I	working	to	assist	veterans	in	their	effort	to	
gain	housing,	but	I’m	working	with	other	populations	within	the	TLC	program.

	 I	have	assisted	in	planning	visits	from	therapy	dogs	for	both	veterans	and	children,	and	have	taken	part	in	
many	other	wonderful	events.	I	am	grateful	for	the	opportunity	to	help	with	the	truly	amazing	things	that	happen	
here	and	to	be	able	to	serve	those	who	have	given	so	much	to	serve	their	country.

C is for our Commitment to caring for ourselves and our community
A is for Appreciating everyone’s unique gifts 
R is for Respecting ourselves and each other
E is for Engaging in a process of housing stability and self sufficiency 

Crossing Bridges is a publication of Transitional Living Center (TLC).
TLC is a program of Tabor Community Services and home to Veterans’ Victory House. 
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TLC Volunteer & Support Opportunities
 TLC is grateful for all those who share their time, talent and gifts to 
support the work we do for the Lancaster community. There are so many ways 
to contribute to help those in need!

• The gift of your time; hourly, daily, weekly, monthly, or whatever time you 
can share is much appreciated.

• The gift of your talent; whether relating to kids, teaching adults, painting a 
wall, or even swinging a hammer, your efforts touch the lives of many at TLC.

• The gift of your treasure, no matter what the size of the contribution; what is 
given freely to help others is always a gift to all. 

 Visit www.TLClancaster.org 
to find out more.

4th Annual Empty Bowls Event
Kevin Lehman’s Pottery
560 S. Prince St., Lancaster
Sunday, April 21, 4-7 pm
Tickets $20, available at TLC
Call (717) 397-0156

Don’t miss this chance to 
support the work TLC does 

for those in need in the 
community.

	 The American Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012	
allows	taxpayers	70½	years	or	older	to	make	contributions	
to	charitable	causes	from	their	IRAs.	Known	as	“charitable	
rollovers” these qualified charitable distributions (QCD) are 
not	included	in	income	and	therefore	not	taxed	as	such.

	 Revised	limits	allow	those	eligible	to	make	a	tax-
exempt distribution of up to $100,000 ($200,000 if filing 
jointly) from their IRA for the 2013 year. 

 Making a QCD instead of an itemized charitable 
deduction	may	be	preferred	if	an	IRA	withdrawal	affects	
Medicare	premiums	or	Social	Security	income.	It	also	makes	
for	one	less	itemized	deduction	on	this	year’s	tax	return	for	
those	in	higher	tax	brackets	with	limits	on	deductions.

	 Distributions	from	IRAs	can	be	made	under	these	
new	regulations	through	the	2013	calendar	year.	TLC	

through	
Tabor	has	
partnered	with	
Mennonite	
Foundation	of	

Everence	and	Lancaster	County	Community	Foundation	to	
help	you	make	planned	giving	decisions	while	respecting	
your	wishes	and	
being	sensitive	to	
your	faith	and	values.	

	 If	you	would	
like to support TLC by making a QCD, please contact 
Phyllis Stacks at pstacks@tabornet.org or (717) 358-9383. 
Or	go	to	www.TLClancaster.org > How Can I Help? > 
Planned Giving	to	learn	more.	

As you can 

see, support 

comes in all 

sizes. 
E-donate to TLC!
Go to www.TLClancaster.org and click 
on the donate button on the left side of 
the screen, then enter your donation 
under TLC. Thank you so much! 

https://co.clickandpledge.com/advanced/default.aspx?wid=34263

