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Jamie is an Air Force vet of seven years, a single mother 
of an eight-year old son Aiden and has a full-time job. 
Despite being employed and with the holiday season 
approaching, she fell on hard times. She was familiar with 
Veterans’ Victory House (VVH) at TLC so she decided to 
give them a call. 

Dominique referred her to M&R Auto Center. They 
towed her car the same day, but it was beyond repair. 
Knowing that Jamie is a Veteran and in a time of need, they 
graciously donated a reliable, used car to her.  

During this time, Dominique and Jamie were reaching 
out to landlords and trying to find a suitable apartment 
for her and her son, Aiden. Jamie found one on Craigslist, 
contacted the landlord, saw the apartment and a few 
days later was approved for the apartment…just before 
Christmas.   

Moving before Christmas was stressful and Jamie was 
concerned that Aiden might not receive any gifts.  Through 

She completed an application, had an interview and was 
told, “We have a room available tonight for you and your 
son.” Despite being somewhat apprehensive about staying 
at VVH, she was welcomed with open arms.  During her 
initial intake she was referred to another Veteran program 
housed at TLC, Supportive Services for Veteran Families 
(SSVF). 
Jamie met with her case manager at SSVF, Dominique, 
who helped her set up realistic and achievable housing 
goals. When looking back, Jamie offered, “If you are 
proactive in doing what you need to do, your case manager 
is the same.  TLC isn’t here to change your life or interfere, 
it’s sincerely here to help.”     

One week before Christmas, Jamie’s car broke down.  
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TLC isn’t here to change 
your life or interfere, it’s 
sincerely here to help.”



Please consider donating your gently used furniture to TLC. We will gladly come pick 
it up! Contact Doug Hopwood at dhopwood@tabornet.org for more information.

FURNITURE DONATIONS!

One of the best 
treasures for me has 
been working with 

the veterans. I will never be able 
to put into words what that has 
meant to me and the memories 
of those relationships will warm 
my heart forever.” -Sheila

Thank you Sheila for all 
you have done, and an 
even bigger thanks for 

all those you have encouraged and 
helped along the way. This is not 
easy work, and you have done it 
well and have much of which to be 
proud. Job very well done.” 
-Doug Hopwood, Division Manager

Sheila has been with TLC 
for over 12 years and put 
every bit of her heart and 
soul into the programs and 
people here. We wish her 
the best in her retirement!

Thank you Sheila 
for all you have 
done for TLC!

the generosity of TLC friends and family, not only did Aiden have a 
great Christmas, but Jamie also received essentials to furnish her new 
apartment. 

Jamie is thankful for the love, compassion, and generosity shown to 
her and wanted to give back and help others who are experiencing 
the hardships she recently faced.  Since she was employed at Gage 
Personnel staffing agency, she held a job fair at TLC for Veterans and 
participants in all programs at TLC. 

Jamie wants all to know that the staff and donors of TLC/SSVF are 
amazing.  Her whole experience could have been so difficult, but 
TLC made it easy to find the help that she needed,“each resident can 
take this whole experience and use it as your motivator”.

Here to Help Continued

Many things occurred in 2016 in our community that reflect directly on 
the work we do here at TLC and we want to be very attentive to them, be 
part of them as we may and effect positive change when able and asked. . . . 
. . The Lancaster City Alliance’s 15 year initiative/plan is another milestone 
begun in 2016. At Tabor and TLC we are part of the East King Corridor 
and very much interested in the growth of the corridor but also in making 
sure ethnicity and diversity is respected. It is imperative that affordable 
housing and socio-economics be at the forefront of any development plans 
that are considered as we move forward. . . . . Change is the only constant 
we know to expect entering any year, and 2017 will not be different. We 
are already seeing changes coming for our Veterans’ Victory House, not 
in the elimination of any VVH rooms, but programmatically.  Other 
programming is sure to be reviewed and refined as we continue to serve 
the needs of the community and the Coalition to End Homelessness. . . . . 
Finally, a thanks to all of you who have supported us in the past year, 2016. 
Through your giving of time and sharing of your talents and treasures we 
served over 250 individuals and 100 children, not to mention the countless 
folks we help that do not even reside with us. . . . . . I close by offering 
you  an invitation to reach out to me personally, dhopwood@tabornet.
org or 717-397-0156, with any comments, suggestions or questions you 
may have. . . . . but when you walk through our building and witness 
what is being done here, you quickly understand how we are assisting 100 
individuals, including 40 children on a daily basis, as they work toward 
their goal of permanent housing.
Have a blessed, healthy and productive 2017!

www.tlclancaster.org/blog
Did you know TLC has a Blog?

Read part of a recent post below

To Read this full Blog post go to: http://bit.ly/2kX59vb



Daphne & Ed Messersmith 

“It was easy to set up. Our financial advisor made out the 
papers, we went and signed them, then I notified Tabor. 
We made a contract, a promissory note in a way, and we 
get reports monthly on how things are doing investment-
wise, so hopefully it will keep growing. So it was really 
easy.

“I’m hoping the continued financial support of this place 
will keep it alive … keep it growing. I think that’s the 
point of most monetary gifts. You hope that beyond your 
gift and beyond your life time, the work will continue, 
keep evolving and grow and make Lancaster a better 
place and really benefit all these folks that Tabor serves.”

To someone who is considering a planned gift, Daphne 
would say, “Do it now. Don’t put it off. Most non-profits 
struggle to make ends meet. Having this endowment 
would help folks to relax a little, to do their work without 
worrying.

“What Tabor is doing, being responsive to the changing 
needs of Lancaster … It’s a great model for making a 
difference. It’s always been a really cool example of urban 
service. And I want to say ‘Yes! Please keep doing it.’”

Daphne Messersmith was involved in ministry in 
Lancaster City trying to address housing needs in 
the community. Under the leadership of Father Pete 
Greenfield, rector of St. John’s Episcopal Church on West 
Chestnut Street, the church did some work with Harb 
Adult (now a program of Tabor, TLC), which was just 
starting out.

As she grew older, Daphne realized she wanted to 
use her resources in a thoughtful way. She made a 
commitment to give a certain amount to Tabor every 
year. She sees providing a planned gift to Tabor as an 
extension of that commitment.

“My husband [Ed] and I are downsizing, getting rid 
of a lot of stuff, and we are putting our wills together,” 
Daphne explains. “We wanted to make sure that the 
things we’ve supported over the years received a chunk 
of money when we die. So we decided to start a donor 
advised fund that would name Tabor as one of the three 
beneficiaries and to which we will be adding money over 
the years. Eventually, there will be a significant gift that 
will help sustain Tabor.”

Ed and Daphne had thought about different vehicles for 
making a planned gift. Their financial advisor suggested 
the donor advised fund, also known as a charitable gift 
fund. It is one of the most flexible tools available for 
charitable giving while providing tax deduction(s) to 
the donor. It allows donors to donate nearly any type of 
asset and recommend the charities they want to support 
on their own timetable. And donors may choose to have 
the funds invested.

Making Lancaster
a better place

In 2018 Tabor Community Services will celebrate 50 
years of helping our clients rebuild their lives and 
serving the needs of the Lancaster County community.

As part of Tabor’s 50th Anniversary Celebration, we will 
be having the 50 for 50 Campaign: Ensuring Tabor’s 
Future with the goal of securing at least 50 planned 
gifts from our supporters. These legacy gifts will help to 
ensure TLC and other programs have the resources to 
continue serving clients and the Lancaster community for 
generations to come. 

For more information on planned giving or 
how to make a planned gift to TLC, please 
contact Doug Hopwood at dhopwood@
tabornet.org or call 717.397.3034.

Chapel Hill Golf Course    2023 Old Lancaster Pike, Reading PA     tee time 1:30 PM

8th Annual Daniel Cicchetti Memorial GOLF TOURNAMENT
For additional information or to register, contact Pete Cicchetti at 717.733.9443

Saturday 
June 3, 

2017

Benefits Veterans’ Victory House

$75



April 23th, 2017 · 4-7pm
Doors open at 3:45pm

Come and enjoy soup provided 
by over 20 different local 
restaurants and soup makers! 
The first 500 to enter take home 
a free one-of-a-kind ceramic 
handmade bowl. Enjoy music, 
glass blowing, and much more!

BENEFITS THE FAMILIES AT TLC

LANCASTER CREATIVE FACTORY & KEVIN LEHMAN STUDIO

560 S. PRINCE STREET   LANCASTER, PA 17603

Tickets $25.00
Purchase tickets online at:

www.klpottery.com
www.TLClancaster.org

Tickets are also avaliable at the 
TLC Front Desk (105 E. King St.)

Donate ONLINE
Go to www.TLClancaster.org and click 
on the “Donate” button, then enter your 
donation under TLC.

Thank you so much!

Crossing Bridges is a publication of TLC. TLC 
is a program of Tabor Community Services 
and home to Veterans’ Victory House.

www.TLClancaster.org

105 E. King Street
Lancaster, PA 17602

Phone 717.397.0156 
fax 717.397.1782

Like and Follow us on

Facebook TLC Lancaster
Instagram tlclancaster
Twitter @TLCLancaster

Go Paperless!
To receive Crossing Bridges as 
a pdf attachment to an email, 
send your email address to 

NLammey@tabornet.org
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• Full size mattress covers
• Bath mats
• Size 5 diapers

• Gerber Oatmeal cereal  (for babies)
• Energy efficient lightbulbs
• Pine Sol or heavy concentrate all purpose cleaner

• Food, gas or department store Gift Cards
• Plungers
• Male and female long underwear (l, xl)

CURRENT PARTICIPANT NEEDS INCLUDE:

Contact Doug at dhopwood@tabornet.org for more information

www.2017emptybowls.
eventbrite.com


