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Where flowers bloom,
so does hope
The former first lady of the United States, Lady Bird 
Johnson, once said “where flowers bloom so does hope.” 
No one knows more about that, and the power of hope 
to overcome the challenges we face in life, than 62-year 
old Violet, a current TLC participant.
Violet came to TLC with her husband, a veteran, 
through the Veterans’ Victory House (VVH) program. 
Having already survived a bout with pancreatic cancer, 
Violet again found herself facing the same diagnosis. 
Upon hearing the news that her cancer was back, Violet’s 
husband decided to leave her. Now, in addition to her 
health issues, with her husband leaving her, Violet was 
unsure if she would be able to continue to stay at 
TLC, in the Veterans’ Victory House program.
The VVH program allows spouses of veterans 
to stay with them, but since Violet was not a 
vet herself, she feared having to leave TLC 
with no place to go. Her two children were 
not in the position to take her in. But TLC 
wasn’t about to make her leave, and worked 
out a way for her to stay in the program while 
she dealt with her health.
“It was like one big snowball rolling off a hill, and it 
just kept getting bigger and bigger…I felt like just before it 
hit me, TLC opened up their arms…”
With TLC’s “housing first” approach, Violet was able to 
have a secure and stable place to live so she could address 
and focus on her health—a priority to her and the staff 
at TLC. She started receiving regular chemotherapy 

treatments 
which proved to be exhausting and straining on 
her daily routine. Still, she managed to get through each 
day with a smile and positive attitude. After chemotherapy, 
she started radiation treatment. “Both drain you, take 
your energy…I don’t cry very easily, but it broke me down 

pretty bad.”
When asked how she handles her condition 

day to day, Violet’s response is composed and 
pragmatic. “I’ve always been the caregiver 
myself. It helps me with my condition. I was 
always prepared to help someone else...I take 
those tools and try to use them on myself.” 

She adds, “I depend a lot on my son. I know 
it’s hard on him but he’s there for me every 

day. He takes me to church every Sunday. 
My daughter also helps a lot.” 

(continued next page)

Violet brightens up the TLC lobby with her smile
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congratulations, Roberto!
Guy Boyer, TLC’s Community Homeless Outreach Worker, has been working with 
Roberto over the past year to find him housing, as he had been floating around to 
different shelters and the occasional friend’s couch. After much searching, they finally 
found a landlord willing to rent him an affordable apartment. He’s had a few part-time 
jobs to supplement his income provided by SSDI, but was still coming up short to 
cover his first month’s rent and security deposit.
That’s when the good folks at Off The Streets, a volunteer-run charity that helps 
people transition from homelessness to housing, offered their assistance. They 
provided the extra funds to cover Roberto’s security deposit, as well as furniture 
to make his new apartment feel more like a home.
Find out more about Off The Streets at offthestreetsnow.com/lancaster

On Saturday, April 25th TLC hosted nearly 100 

volunteers for Comcast Cares Day, where 

employees, their friends and families come together 

to support those in need in our community.

The volunteers split off into groups to tackle various 

projects in and around the building. Several groups 

worked on much-needed renovations for a few 

rooms, while others painted the hallways on four 

floors. A brave and enthusiastic group took on the 

TLC community kitchen and gave it a thorough 

scrubbing.

The following day, TLC was again 
generously supported by Kevin 
Lehman and Lancaster Creative 
Factory for the 6th Annual Empty 

Bowls Event. Over 400 tickets were 

sold and $10,000 raised from the 
event, which featured soups, breads 

and desserts provided by area 
restaurants and bakeries.

Ticket purchasers got to choose a one-of-a-kind 

handcrafted bowl made by local artisans which they 

used to sample the dozens of soups being served 

that day. As guests shared a meal together they 

were entertained by live music and glass blowing 

demonstrations.

In addition to supporting TLC’s operations, this year’s 

bowl auction raised money for a security deposit for 

Violet, one of TLC’s participants (see cover story).

TLC would like to thank all the volunteers, donors, 

and supporters for making this such a successful 

weekend! And if you missed out this year, mark your 

calendar for next year’s Empty Bowls Event, scheduled 

for Sunday, April 24, 2016.

“ Contribute to what is right…Showing how a small group 
of like-minded individuals can make great things happen. 
Trusting each other to support the community. These 
are a few ways we all can truly say we care.”

- Johnathan Snyder, Comcast employee

Below: Roberto signs the 
lease for his new home

“ I am proud of Comcast Cares Day and to take the 

opportunity to give back to my community, 

and hope to inspire others to invest in theirs as 

well. It also keeps me informed of the wonderful 

organizations such as TLC in my area!”

- Elizabeth Evans, Supervisor of Work Force Operations

“ I know what it is like to be down 
on my luck… volunteering is 
my way of showing that I am 
thankful and grateful to 
those who have helped me 
along my path in life.”

- Anonymous Comcast employee

“ It makes me feel 
good to help 
those in need.”

-  Maurica, Comcast employee

“ It ties me to the greater community. As a single 
professional woman it allows me to spend my free 
time in a productive and helpful manner.”

- Donia Preston, Comcast employee

“ I volunteer because it makes me 
feel good and it’s good karma!”

- Keira London, Comcast employee

 
 
The other participants at TLC know her as cheerful, 
friendly, and always smiling. Violet is grateful for the 
compassion of other participants and the staff at TLC, and 
she feels she needs to give something back.  “You just never 
think that all those years you were helping this person or 
that person, then all of the sudden out of the clear blue 
sky, you’re the patient. And it just doesn’t seem right, it just 
doesn’t feel right.” Her friends remind her that it’s her turn 
to have someone take care of her. “[they say] ‘this is your 
payback. Enjoy it, just relax...don’t push it away.’”
While Violet continues her valiant battle with cancer, 
she has her eyes set on the future. She’d like to continue 
working in personal care, sharing her compassion for 
others while supplementing her income so she can work 
towards getting her own place again.

But with her ongoing cancer treatments, it’s difficult to 
keep up her energy throughout the day. “The fighter in 
me has given me the motivation to at least try, instead of 
just saying ‘I want to.’” On her good days, Violet wakes up 
before the sun and together with a friend from TLC she 
goes to exercise to help build her strength that she lost 
during her chemotherapy treatments. “I used to want to 
rush and [case manager] Sheila would say ‘slow down, 
don’t try to do it all yourself,’ and that rang in my ear.
“All I can do is just take it a day at a time. I truly believe 
I’m going to survive this second time around,” she says, 
“and I keep smiling. A lot of times I find myself smiling 
without even realizing it.”
And with that attitude, and with all of the spirit and 
determination she has become known for, Violet is the 
flower that inspires hope in all of us here at TLC. Thank 
you, Violet.

why do we get involved?
TLC depends on its supporters, donors

and volunteers to do what it does. Read 

some thoughts from those who support

our mission and community.

Hope (continued from front page)



E-Donate
to TLC!
Go to www.TLClancaster.org
and click on the “Donate” 
button, then enter your 
donation under TLC.
Thank you so much!

A gift to others - income for you
It seems almost too good to be true, but this is exactly what a life 
income plan does – you give a gift to TLC, then receive payments for 
the rest of your life.

You can make a gift to TLC through a foundation and get income 
from the assets you donate. The foundation invests the proceeds from 
your gift as long as you are living. The income from that investment is 
paid to you. 

After your death, the foundation distributes the balance to TLC and 
any other approved charities based on your recommendations. A 
modest annual service charge, generally from earnings, helps cover 
the foundation’s administrative costs. You simply make the donation, 
and the foundation takes care of the rest.

A life income plan ensures that TLC and any other approved charities 
will receive the part of your gift that is left after your death. It also 
allows us to anticipate future donations and plan accordingly.

In return, you receive payments for the rest of your life. The payments 
can be either a fixed percentage or variable, depending on the plan. 
You can also choose to receive the payments yourself or jointly with 
a spouse. You can even designate someone else as the recipient. 
Payments can be sent to you quarterly, semi-annually or annually.

Depending on the plan you choose, you can realize significant tax 
savings. Plans include: Gift Annuity, Deferred Gift Annuity, Annuity 
Trust, Unitrust and Pooled Income Funds. A trained professional 
representative can help you select the plan that best suits your needs.

Finally, you receive the satisfaction of knowing your gift will support 
the women and children of TLC into the future.

TLC, through Tabor, has partnered with Mennonite Foundation of 
Everence and Lancaster County Community Foundation to help you 
make planned giving decisions while respecting your wishes and 
being sensitive to your faith and values.

If you would like to support TLC through a Life Income Plan, please 
contact Phyllis Stacks at (717) 358-9383 or pstacks@tabornet.org.

Or go to www.tabornet.org > How Can I Help? > Planned Giving to 
learn more.

Life income plans

MARK YOUR
CALENDAR!
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The 2015 TLC Fundraising
& Volunteer Recognition

Dinner is fast approaching!
When: Thursday, October 15th, 2015

Where: Eden Resort
222 Eden Rd. • Lancaster, PA 17601

For sponsorship or table reservations, contact Viktoria

at (717) 397-5182, x132 or vkeener@tabornet.org.


