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Mindy was homeless and a victim of domestic 
violence when she came to TLC with her three 
children, a daughter and two sons.  She had 
previous experiences living in shelters.  But when 
she came to TLC, it was different.  Initially she 
admits to having a “chip on my shoulder” and 

feeling like “here we go again.”  After a few weeks, 
she realized that “these people care.”  TLC gave her 
the opportunities to be where she is today.  

Mindy will always remember Christmas 2017. For 
the first time in her 30+ years she saw her children 
happier than ever before, with smiles on their faces 
and those of all the other children at TLC.   

Mindy offers these words of encouragement to 
others who are considering going into TLC, “Go in 
with an open mind. People are here to help you get 
on your feet. This can be a new beginning. If you are 
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responsible for what you need to do to make the 
process work and with TLC’s help, you will be 
successful.” 

When asked what three words Mindy would 
use to describe TLC, she responds, “tender, 
loving, and caring. I thank all the staff at TLC, 
especially Steven, Wendi and Doug.  It was the 
start of a journey for me and my children.”   

In less than six months, Mindy and her children 
moved into permanent housing in January.  She 
has a job, a car, and is able to provide for her 
children.  “I couldn’t ask for much more.” 

 What better way to start the New Year.

But when she came to 
TLC, it was different.



The Letter of Undying Gratitude

Please consider donating your gently used furniture to TLC. We will gladly come pick 
it up! Contact Doug Hopwood at dhopwood@tabornet.org for more information.

FURNITURE DONATIONS!

It seems like only yesterday I walked through the doors of TLC 
afraid of the world and everything it represented.

My own self-destructive behavior is what caused my residency 
at TLC, and as ironic as it may sound, it still is one of the best 
experiences of my life.

I remember sitting in Doug’s office and being asked by  Wendi and 
him, “'How do you need us to help you, Jewelz?' My response was 'I 
don’t know, I just don’t want to go back to what I just left.'”

I had no real education, and because of TLC and all the 
extraordinary programs that TLC has to offer, I am pursuing a 
master’s degree in college today. I had no place to call my own, and 
you introduced me to a friend of yours who I now rent my very 
own apartment from. I remember Doug calling me on an early 
Sunday morning asking, “What would be a good time to deliver the 
furniture we have for you?” I cannot remember the last time I cried 
so much, because my darkest moments finally did not appear to be 
dark anymore.

When I was asked whether I would be interested in a position at 
TLC, I did not hesitate. TLC not only gave me the opportunity for a 
brand new life, but it is because of you I am no longer afraid of it.

Jewelz is now a valued member of 
the TLC staff, working full time as our 
midnight to 8am Program Reporting 
Assistant for a year now and is in her 
third year of studies for her Master’s 
degree in Social Behavioral Science.

Thank You For All That You Do Jewelz!

Jewelz working at the front desk

Jewelz, TLC Staff, former TLC Participant

The 29th LCAR (Lancaster 
County Association of Realtors) 
Annual Charity Dinner raised 
$22,500 for TLC!  We are 
continually overwhelmed by 
your continued and generous 
support! Thank you so much! 

Thank you to everyone who contributed their time, talents, and 
treasures over the holidays. You made a lot of kids very happy!



attending Lancaster Mennonite High School. Then 
when Dan went to Millersville University, Grace was a 
professor there. “She really was a woman that cut quite 
an arc for her time … in spite of her time,” remarks Dan. 
“Not just with her inspiration of Tabor, but who she was 
as a person, the impression she made on students, her 
capacity to move in the professional world, which was 
unusual for a woman from the Mennonite community at 
that time.”

To anyone considering a planned gift to Tabor, Evanna 
says, “If you want to make a real difference in your 
community, for people who have limited resources and 
are looking for help, and you are concerned about local 
needs, Tabor is an organization that you should consider 
because of their reputation and the excellent work that 
they are known to do.”

Dan adds, “With Tabor’s track record, this is an 
investment that you can be sure is going to pay off, not 
only in the present, but into the future.”

Dan Hess has been a Board Member since 2008. When 
Tabor proposed the 50 for 50 campaign to obtain 50 
committed planned gifts before Tabor’s 50th anniversary 
in 2018, Dan and his wife Evanna thought it was a 
very good idea. They especially liked having those who 
committed to a planned gift become members of the 
Grace Wenger Society. 

Dan says, ‘This campaign is a great way to invite people 
in. It respects a history of successful and trustworthy 
contribution to the community. It’s a great package.”

Dan and Evanna decided to become members of the 
Grace Wenger Society by making Tabor a beneficiary in 
their will. “It was a no brainer for us,” says Dan. “We’ve 
been fans of Tabor for a long time. It seemed normal, 
since we’ve been supporting Tabor on an ongoing basis 
year in and year out, that it also made sense to consider 
what we might be able to offer long-term. Our gift is just 
a small pebble to be added to the stream. It will join the 
gifts of a very large number of people in the community 
who are contributing to and caring about the services 
that Tabor provides for those who need a hand up.”

Evanna adds, “With Dan’s involvement on the board for 
so many years, I hear a lot about Tabor. We know that 
people have benefited greatly from Tabor’s services. It’s 
a program in our community that is well respected and 
very effective, and we decided it’s important to us to be 
part of it. So it certainly is an easy decision  to make a 
planned gift.”

The Hess’s have a personal tie to Grace Wenger herself. 
They were both students of Grace when they were 

Tabor Community Services is celebrating its 
50th anniversary of service to Lancaster. As 
part of our celebration, we will be having the 
50 for 50 Campaign: Ensuring Tabor’s Future, 
with the goal of securing at least 50 planned 
gifts from our supporters. These legacy gifts will 
help to ensure TLC and other programs have the 
resources to continue serving clients and the 
Lancaster community for generations to come. 

For more information on planned giving or 
how to make a planned gift to TLC, please 
contact Doug Hopwood at dhopwood@
tabornet.org or call 717.397.3034.

Chapel Hill Golf Course    2023 Old Lancaster Pike, Reading PA     tee time 1:30 PM

9th Annual Daniel Cicchetti Memorial GOLF TOURNAMENT
For additional information or to register, contact Pete Cicchetti at 717.733.9443

Benefits Veterans’ Victory House

$75

A Graceful Gift

June 2



April 22nd, 2018 · 4-7pm
Doors open at 3:45pm

www.TLClancaster.org

Donate ONLINE
Go to www.TLClancaster.org and click 
on the “Donate” button, then enter your 
donation under TLC.

Thank you so much!

Crossing Bridges is a publication of TLC. TLC 
is a program of Tabor Community Services 
and home to Veterans’ Victory House.

www.TLClancaster.org

105 E. King Street
Lancaster, PA 17602

Phone 717.397.0156 
fax 717.397.1782

Like and Follow us on

Facebook TLC Lancaster

Instagram tlclancaster

Twitter @TLCLancaster

Go Paperless!
To receive Crossing Bridges as 
a pdf attachment to an email, 
send your email address to 

NLammey@tabornet.org

Tickets $30
Purchase tickets online
Tickets are also avaliable at the TLC Front Desk (105 E King St)

www.2018emptybowls.eventbrite.com

Come and enjoy soup 
provided by over 20 different 
local restaurants and soup 
makers! The first 400 to enter 
take home a free one-of-
a-kind ceramic handmade 
bowl. Enjoy music, glass 
blowing, and much more!

LANCASTER CREATIVE FACTORY & KEVIN LEHMAN STUDIO
560 S Prince St   Lancaster, PA 17603

www.klpottery.com

BENEFITS THE FAMILIES AT TLC
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CURRENT PARTICIPANT NEEDS INCLUDE:

Contact Doug at dhopwood@tabornet.org for more information

• Mattress pads for full size beds
• Bath mats
• Hand towels
• Dish sets, unbreakable (kid friendly)

• Silverware
• Drink cups (plastic)
• Diapers, sizes 5/6
• Wipes

• Conditioner
• Baby shampoo
• Razors


