
From a past of false promises...to a brighter, more hopeful future

Edgardo, Marlina and their 6 year old daughter Jaliya 
have known their fair share of hard times and worries 
this past year. It all began when they moved to Lan-
caster from the Bronx, after being promised an apart-
ment in Lancaster that turned out to be anything but 
what they were promised, or what they expected! Mar-
lina and Edgardo, still emotional about it, shared their 
experience: “We moved to Lancaster from the Bronx 
and the thing that led to our homelessness was…false 
promises. The bathroom and kitchen were still not 
done. The power didn’t work in the house…this was 
our first experience of being homeless.”

Edgardo, a Veteran who had served in Afghanistan, felt betrayed. Then Edgardo and Marlina received some 
additional news. Marlina remembers it well: “After a month of living here I became pregnant. I was not preg-
nant when I moved here. Things got worse after I was pregnant. We were told that we were given 10 days’ 
notice to get more money, or we had to leave. They did not expect us to leave…so much about the place 
was still unfinished. But we couldn’t go back to New York…and we wanted to raise our children here.”

It was then that Edgardo and Marlina contacted the Veterans Administration (VA), to ask for help. “We came 
to TLC. We met McKenzie from the VA, and she told us about TLC.”

From there the family’s situation took a much more positive turn. Edgardo recalls: “the people here at TLC are 
polite and respectful….it’s a real community. The staff is welcoming. They will try to get you what you need. 
They are very helpful…you can really trust the staff. We feel very comfortable and safe here. It’s like I said…a 
unique community…and the fact that our whole family can live together here...is very important to us. This 
is the one place where we were able to stay together. Our daughter Jaliya loves it here…she really loves all 
of the extra kids to play with.” Marlina added “In March we even got married right here in the TLC activity 
room! The staff was great and our (TLC) Case Manager Steven helped us out a lot...he really went above and 
beyond.”

In May the couple celebrated the birth of their son, Lucas. With financial assistance from the Veterans Admin-
istration, and the help of TLC and a number of veterans’ organizations, Edgardo and Marlina expect to move 
into their very own apartment in Lititz in June! So, where a past of false promises once led to hard times, 
after participating in the TLC program, they now have a newfound sense of trust, community, and a brighter, 
more hopeful future.


